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PREFACE. 


The  Medical  Commentaries 

*»  ' r v t ‘ . 

have,  with  great  reputation  to 
the  editor,  gone  through  two 
decades.  Since  which,  a new 
work,  under  the  title  of  the 

r 

Annals  of  Medicine,  has  been 
publifhed.  In  the  firft  volume 
of  which,  twelve  cafes  of  biliary 
obllruclions  from  calculi,  fuccelf- 
fully  treated  by  falivation,  are 
inferted.  Since  that  time,  the 

author 
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VI 
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author  has  been  favoured  with 
fome  communications  on  the 

t 

fubjeft,  from  his  medical  corref- 
pondents,  which  further  confirm 
the  ufefulnefs  of  the  pra&ice: 
he  therefore  prefents  this  fmali 
volume  to  the  notice  of  the  gen- 
tlemen of  the  faculty,  wifhing 
the  trials  made,  may  prove  as 
fuccefsful  to  them,  as  they  have 
been  to  their  humble  fervant 

T.  GIBBONS. 

Hadleigh  in  Suffolk. 


vn 


PREFACE, 

In  addition  to  thefe  cafes  fome 
medical  obfervations  are  given, 
and  inftances  related,  where  vio- 
lent haemorrhages  from  the  lungs, 
ftomach,  and  uterus,  have  been, 
almofl  immediately,  reftrained  by 
large  doles  of  nitre. 

Biliary  oblljruelions  from  gall: 
Hones  are  not  only  excruciatingly 
painful:  when  a calculus  has  got 
fo  far  into  the  dufifc  as  to  prevent 
the  bile  from  palling  into  the 
i-ntefline,  but,  what-  are  the.  mel- 
ancholy effects  ? sNot  often  in-* 
flammation.  indeed,  but  frequent- 
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I y indurations  of  the  liver,  fchirri, 
and  their  fucceffors  dropfies,  and 
generally  of  that  fort  which  is 
the  moft  fatal,  afcites. 

Hippocrates,  the  founder  of 
phyfic,  lamented,  though  he  lived 
to  the  age  of  an  hundred  years, 
that  the  art  was  long,  life  was 
fhort ! See  his  firft  aphorifm. 

Before  I quitted  practice  I 
had  reafon  to  make  the  fame 
complaint.  Ihere  is  always 
fomething  for  an  attentive  ob- 
ferver  to  learn.  When  I hrft 

went  into  the  practice  of  phyfic, 

many 
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IX 


many  years  ago,  the  diforders  of 
the  time  were  then  almoft  all  of 
the  inflammatory  kind.  Fevers 
gave  way  to  bleeding  and  cooling 
remedies;  and  a favourable  crifis 
generally  took  place  about  the 
feventh  day.  In  thofe  cafes 
which  proved  fatal,  a delirium 

i 

\ 

came  on  about  the  feventh,  and 
death  clofed  the  fcene  on  the 
tenth  or  eleventh  day.  I have 
not  feen  a fever  of  this  fort  for 
more  than  thirty  years.  The 
fevers  of  the  prefeht  day  are,  I 


mean 
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mean  idiophatic  fevers,;  almoft 
all  of  the  nervous  remittent-kind, 
tending  to  putrid:.:  What  is  the 

caufe  of.  this?  We  now>  and; 
then  meet  with  an  oldiftager  in  the 
farming  way.,  (and-  who\  breathe 
better  air  than  the  farmers?) 
whofe  breakfaft  is;  bread;  and 
eheefe,  moiftened  with,  his  awn? 
home  brewed:  beer his  dinner 
pudding  and  pork,  and,,  who 
drinks  neither  tea  nor  port  wine, 
yet  this  man-,  though  his  exercife 
be  fufficient::  to:  proQu.ro  a good; 

digeftion, 
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XI 


digeftion,  is  not  free  from  the 

..  ■ 

epidemic  of  the  feafon.  May  we 
not  then,  reafonably  fuppofe  that 
thefe  changes  are  owing  to  fome 
occult  caufe  in  the  air?  If  fa, 
or  from  whatever  caufe  they  may 
arife,  the  phyfician  has  daily  to 
learn:  therefore,  were  I now  in 
practice  I fhould  not  change  the 
motto  prefixed  to  my  graduation 
thefis — De  Mulierum  Mammis,  et 
Morbis  qidbus  obnoxi.ee  funtr 
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PART  I. 
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ON  THE 


GOOD  EFFECTS  OF  SALIVATION 

f 

IN 


JAUNDICE 


ARISING  FROM  CALCULI. 
=>««©©!<£?'[©»»«=■ 


It  has  been  acknowledged  by  the 
medical  faculty,  that  there  is  nothing 
more  difficult  to  account  for  than  the 
modus  operandi  of  remedies ; and 
this  may  be  obferved  both  in  their 
fimple  and  compound  forms.  Why 
does  ipecacuanha  act  upon  the  fto- 
mach,  and  jallap  run  to  the  bowels  ? 
What  is  the  reafon  that  large  dofes  of 

crude 
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crude  mercury  may  be  taken  with 
impunity  ? and  why  fo  fmall  a quan- 
tity, when  joined  with  marine  acid, 
prove  fo  deleterious  ? On  the  other 
hand,  why  is  the  vitriolic  acid  fo 
pernicious  by  itfelf,  and  why  fo  mild 
when  united  to  alkaline  fait,  or  join- 
ed with  inflammable  matter  ? More 
queftions  concerning  ftimulants  in 
the  fir  ft  paffages  might  be  afked ; but 
let  thefe  fuffice.  When  medicines 
have  entered  the  fyftem,  whether  by 
the  lacteals  or  lymphatics,  we  are 
equally  at  a lofs  to  account  for  their 
adion  there.  Why  does  calomel  or 
mercurial  ointment  affed  the  falivary 
in  preference  to  any  other  glands  P 
Why  does  ferrum  vitriolatum  flimu- 

late 
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late  the  uterus,  and  kali  acetatum  the 
kidneys  P The  anfwering  of  thefe 
queftions  I (hall  leave  to  thofe  gentle- 
men who  may  think  themfelves  more 
equal  to  it  than  I find  myfelf. 

Anatomy  is  now  fo  well  known  to 
every  medical  man  of  any  reputation, 
that  I think  a defcription  of  the  bili- 
ary organs  needlefs  ; but  fhould  it  fo 
happen,  that  a reader  has  not  had  an 
opportunity  of  attending  to  fuch  fub- 
jects,  the  reading  of  my  worthy  friend 
Dr.  Thomas  Coe’s  Treatife  on  Biliary 
Concretions,  may  be  of  ufe  to  him. 

I have  no  noltrum  to  vend,  nor  do 
I publifh  the  following  cafes  to  make 
myfelf  known;  for  on  account  of  ill 
health  I have  declined  practice.  My 

only 
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only  motive  is,  becaufe  I think  they 
will  be  of  ufe  to  mankind.  Calomel 
has  in  biliary  obftructions  frequently 
been  given  as  a deobftruent ; but  I 
do  not  recolleft,  that  intended  faliva- 
tion  for  the  removal  of  biliary  cal- 
culi has  ever  been  recommended.  I 
know  that  in  the  Eafl  Indies  it  is  a 
common  practice,  for  inflammations 
of  the  liver,  after  bleeding,  to  falivate 
as  quickly  as  poffible  ; but  this  is 
foreign  to  my  purpofe.  I fhall  there- 
fore proceed  to  a relation  of  fuch 
cafes  as  I have  treated  fuccefsfully. 


CASE 
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CASE  I. 

Mrs.  Ward,  a widow  lady  of  this 
town,  aged  about  feventy  years,  of  a 
corpulent  habit,  fent  for  me  in  May 
1776.  Her  (kin  and  urine  were  very 
yellow,  her  ftools  of  a clay  colour. 
She  complained  of  acute  pain  from 
the  pit  of  her  ftomach  to  her  back, 
with  frequent  vomitings  : her  legs 
were  much  fwelled,  and  pitted.  I 
ordered  her  fome  pills  of  calomel, 
foap,  rhubarb,  and  aloes,  with  ano- 
dynes occafionally.  I confefs  I did 
not  order  thefe  medicines  with  an 
intention  of  falivating  her,  but  as  de- 
obllruents.  She  had  not,  however, 
taken  them  many  days  before  a fpit- 
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ting  came  on;  and  I obferved,  before 
fhe  had  fpit  fix  days,  which  fhe  did 
to  about  the  quantity  of  a pint  in  a 
day,  that  her  jaundice  gradually  de- 
creafed,  and  the  fwelling  of  her  legs 
went  off;  arid  fhe  was,  after  fpitting 
about  fourteen  days,  perfe&ly  free 
from  her  diforder,  but  her  fpitting 
continued  fo  troublefome,  that  it  was 
neceflary  to  check  it,  by  frequently 
giving  her  lac  fulphris  and  nitre. 
She  lived  to  the  age  of  eighty,  and 
never  had  any  return  of  her  jaundice. 
Her  flools  were  examined,  but  no 
calculi  found. 


case 
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CASE  II. 

.‘4  , l ,-%  • ' 4 ' 

Mrs.  Nelfon,  an  apothecary’s  wi- 
dow at  Manningtree  in  EITex,  fent  for 
me  about  the  latter  end  of  the  year 
1778.  She  was  feventy  years  of  age; 
very  corpulent,  and  her  legs  oedema- 
tous.  Her  fkin  and  urine  were  highly 
tinged  with  bile;  but  no  bile  was 
found  in  her  flools.  She  had  been 
affefted  with  very  acute  pains  in  the 
biliary  du6i,  which  were  now  abated, 
but  the  obftruction  ftill  remained. 
She  had  been  taking  pills  of  foap, 
aloes,  and  rhubarb,  with  faline  medi- 
cines, by  Mr.  Nunn’s  direction.  • I 
ordered  that  thefe  fhould  be  repeated, 
and  that  fhe  fhould  take  five  grains 

of 
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of  calomel  morning  and  evening. 
Thefe  Ihe  took  till  a fpitting  came  on, 
which  was  kept  up  by  continuing  the 
calomel,  to  the  quantity  of  a pint  and 
a half  daily  for  a fortnight ; at  the 
end  of  which  time  Ihe  was  perfectly 
cured.  Her  ftools  were  examined, 
but  no  calculi  found.  She  died  at 
the  age  of  eighty-two,  without  any 
return  of  her  diforder. 

t 

CASE  III. 

Mrs.  Reeve,  wife  of  Mr.  Abraham 
Reeve,  merchant,  in  Hadleigh,  Suf- 
folk, a lady  of  a delicate  habit,  be- 
tween twenty  and  thirty  years  of  age, 
fent  for  me  in  November  1779.  She 
complained  of  pain  at  the  pit  of  her 

flomach : 
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ftomach  : her  fkin  and  urine  were 
both  yellow;  and  there  was  a defier 
ency  of  bile  in  the  foeces.  I was  in 
hopes  that  calomel  in  fmall  dofes 
might  open  the  du£t,  without  fali- 
vatmg  her.  She  took  as  under. 

R.  Calomel,  gr.  i. 

Pulv.  Rhab.  gr.  iii. 

Sapon.  Venet.  3fs. 

Elix.  aloes,  q.  s.  ft.  bolus  mane 
et  vefpere  fumendus ; fuper- 
bibendo  mifhuras  fequentis, 

By* 

R.  Sal.  Abfynth.  3iv. 

Succ.  limon.  ^ij.  Pera&a  effer- 
vefcentia,  adde 
Aq.  font.  lv. 

Sp.  cinnam.  %i. 


Syr. 
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Syr.  croci,  sfs. 

Vini.  antim.  glt-  Ixxx.  M. 

Although  the  dofe  of  the  calomel 
was  fo  fmall,  fhe  had  not  taken  it  a 
week  before  a ptyalifm  came  on, 
which,  in  a few  days,  opened  the  du<5t? 
and  her  jaundice  went  off  entirely ; a 
few  dofes  of  manna  and  Glauber's 
falts  hopped  the  fpitting,  and  removed 
all  her  complaints.  It  is  now  eighteen 
years  ago,  and  fhe  has  had  no  return. 
Gall-hones  were  fought  for,  but  none 
found. 


CASE 
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CASE  IV. 

In  June  1780, 1 was  fent  for  to  Mr. 
Jofeph  Clark,  a gentleman-farmer  at 
Semer  in  Suffolk,  aged  feventy  years. 
His  (kin  and  urine  were  very  yellow ; 
his  (tools  white  ; and  from  the  pain  at 
the  pit  of  his  (t.omach,  there  was  no 
doubt  of  his  having  biliary  calculi. 
After  an  emetic,  I ordered  him  the 
following  medicines: 

R.  Calom.  gr.  i. 

Pulv.  rad.  Rhab.  gr.  hi. 

Sapon.  Venet.  gr.  v. 

Syr.  (imp.  q.  s.  f.  bolus  omni 
no£te  et  mane  fumendus,  fu- 
perbibendo  mid.  falin.  In. 

In  about  a week  a ptyalifm  came 


on. 
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on,  which  was  kept  up  by  the  conti- 
nuance of  his  medicines,  fo  that  he 
fpit  about  a pint  and  a quarter  daily 
for  two  or  three  weeks.  He  was 
perfectly  cured,  and  never  had  any 
return  of  his  diforder.  He  died  aged 
eighty.  No  gall-ftones  were  found. 

CASE  V. 

On  the  2 2d.  of  March  1781,  I was 
fent  for  to  Mrs.  French,  a widow-lady 
of  this  town,  (Hadleigh  in  Suffolk) 
about  fixty  years  of  age.  She  com- 
plained of  acute  pain,  at  times,  in 
the  biliary  dutt : her  fkin  and  urine 
were  very  yellow.  After  an  emetic, 
I ordered  her  the  following  medi- 
cines : ' 


R. 
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R,  Calom. 

Aloes  focot.  a.  a.  gr.  ij. 

Sap.  Venet.  gr.  viij. 

Syr.  (imp.  q.  s.  ft.  bolus  mane 
ct  vefpere  fumendus  cum 
doli  mifturae  falinas. 

She  continued  the  medicines  for 
about  three  weeks  without  falivatior;, 
or  removal  of  the  obftru&ion.  She 
now  became  feverifh  : and  I thought 
it  better  to  omit  the  calomel,  and  give 
her  fome  cooling  medicines.  She 
got  rid  of  her  fever;  and  on  the  21ft. 
of  May  following,  returned  to  the 
calomel,  &c.  but  took  only  one  grain 
, for  a dofe ; which  fhe  continued  for 
fome  time,  without  any  abatement  of 
her  diforder.  I then  difcontinucd 

the 
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the  calomel,  keeping  her  bowels  open 
with  aloes,  rhubarb,  and  tartar-eme- 
tic, to  which  was  joined  a little  foap, 
giving  her  opiates  occasionally.  From 
this  time  to  the  end  of  the  year  1782, 
flie  took  opening  medicines  only,  but 
of  which,  and  all  others,  fhe  grew 
tired.  She  was  perfuaded  to  try 
fome  noftrum  ; but  her  jaundice  ne- 
ver left  her.  On  the  8th.  of  O&ober 
1783,  I was  defired  to  vifit  her  again: 
Ihe  then  took  the  following  medi- 
cine : 


R.  Calom.  gr.  i. 

Aloes  foe.  gr.  iij. 

Conf.  cynofb.  gr.  v.  ft.  bolus 
omni  no£te  vel  alterna  fu- 
mendus,  fi  alvus  aftri&a  St. 

She 
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She  took  thefe,  not  always  regu- 
larly, and  opiates,  till  March  18, 1784; 
during  which  time  I faw  her  but 
feldom,  Mr.  Simpfon,  who  is  fince 
dead,  her  apothecary,  having  the  foie 
care  of  her.  On  the  18th.  March 
1784,  I was  delired  to  vifit  her  again. 
Her  complexion  and  her  urine  were 
now  of  a colour  between  black  and 
yellow ; her  ftools  without  bile.  I 
now  had  a wifh  to  try  what  the  addi- 
tion of  a fmall  quantity  of  opium,  to 
prevent  the  calomel  going  off  by  the 
bowels,  would  do.  I therefore  or- 
dered as  follows : 

R.  Calom. 

Aloes  foe. 

Philon.  bond.  a.  gr.  iv. 


n 


Syr. 
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Syr.  fimp,  q.  s.  ft.  bolus  omni 
node  cum  dofi  mifturae  fali- 
nse  fumendus 

She  continued  in  the  ufe  of  thefe 
medicines  for  near  a month  before  a 
ptyalifm  came  on.  She  now,  I be- 
lieve, fpit  a pint  in  a day  for  near  a 
month  before  any  bile  got  into  the 
duodenum;  and  even  then  it  palled 
but  in  fmall  quantity,  and  the  colour 
of  her  fkin  was  not  altered.  However, 
as  the  du&  was  not  wholly  obftrufted, 
I prevailed  upon  her,  fupporting  her 
with  cordials  between  her  medicines, 
to  perfevere : which  happily  fhe  did 
for  more  than  two  months,  fpitting 
every  twenty-four  hours  about  a pint 
and  a half.  She  then  was  perfeftly 

cured 


cured,  and  has  had  no  return  of  jaun* 
dice  fince.  She  is  now  more  than 
feventy  years  of  age.  No  gall-ftones 
were  found. 

I 1 • V . ..  . * » 

CASE  VI. 

Mrs.  Game,  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Needham-market,  in  the  county  of 
Suffolk,  was,  in  September  1780,  re- 
commended to  me  by  Mr.  Abbot 
furgeon  at  Needham.  She  appeared 
to  be  about  forty  years  of  age ; and 
had  had  a biliary  obftruclion  for  more 
than  a year.  Her  fkin  was  of  a black- 
ifh  yellow.  I defired  Mr.  Abbot  to  try 
the  effects  of  falivation  from  calomel: 
he  did  fo;  and  I received  a letter 
from  him  fome  time  after,  in  which 


he 
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he  faid,  “ The  bile  then  began  to 
emulge.  ” She  lived  fome  months 
afterwards.  Mr.  Abbot  thought  the 
fubftance  of  the  liver  was  indurated ; 
and  indeed  I thought  fo  too ; for  fhe 
faid  Ihe  could,  with  her  hand,  feel 
her  right-fide  very  hard. 

CASE  VII. 

\ ' 

\ 

Mrs.  Elliot,  a farmer’s  wife  at  Wal- 
dingfield  in  Suffolk,  fent  for  me  on 
the  3d.  November  1784.  Her  age  be- 
tween thirty  and  forty  years.  She 
had  been  afflifted  with  excruciating 
pains  in  the  biliary  duels,  for  which 
her  apothecary  had  given  her  lauda- 
num frequently.  When  a gall-ltone 
got  into  the  du£lus  biliarius  commu- 
nis. 
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nis,  jaundice  always  followed  ; when 
it  fell  back  into  the  gall-bladder,  the 
yellownefs  went  off;  and  fo  on  alter- 
nately. I prefcribed  for  her  as  fol- 
lows : 

R.  Calom.  ppt.  gr.  i. 

Aloes  focot.  gr.  ii. 

Sapon.  Venet.  gr.  vi. 

Syr.  (imp.  q.  s.  ft.  bolus  omni 
nocle  maneque  fumendus,  fu- 
perbibendo  milt,  falin.  3ij. 

A ptyalifm  came  on  in  a few  days; 
and  about  the  13th.  of  the  fame  month, 
fhe  voided  a gall-ftone  which  weighed 
ten  grains.  The  fpitting  was  kept  up 
for  about  three  weeks.  She  voided 
two  more  hones  of  the  fame  fize  as 
the  firft,  when  fhe  was  perfe&ly  cured. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  calculi,  which  together  weigh- 
ed about  thirty  grains,  were  the  light- 
eft  of  their  fize  I ever  faw,  though  I 
have  feveral  hundreds  by  me,  The 
furfaces  were  fmooth,  and  without 
the  leaft  appearance  of  erofion  : from 
this  it  feems  to  appear,  that  the  mer- 
cury did  not  aft  upon  the  calculi,  but 
fo  relaxed  the  dufls  as  to  facilitate 
the  exit  of  the  hones. 

But  let  us  now  review  the  lirfl  five 
cafes,  where  every  patient  was  cured, 
and  no  gall-ftones  found  in  the  fceces. 
May  we  not  reafonably  fuppofe,  as 
none  of  thofe  patients  had  any  return 
of  the  diforder,  that  the  mercury  in 
thofe  cafes  acled  as  a folvent  ? 


CASE 
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CASE  VIII. 

In  June  1784,  I was  defired  to  viflt 
Mrs.  Harwood  of  Brightlingfea  in 
Efiex.  I faw  her  but  once ; and  from 
the  fymptoms  and  nature  of  her  jaun- 
dice, I fuppofed  it  to  be  in  confe- 
quence  of  biliary  calculi.  I defired 
Mr.  Inman,  her  furgeon,  who  lives  at 
St.  Ofyth,  to  try  the  effe&s  of  faliva- 
tion  raifed  by  calomel:  he  did  fo ; 
and  I had  the  pleafure  of  hearing 
from  him  a few  months  ago,  that  after 
fpitting  feveral  weeks,  (he  got  per- 
fectly well;  and  has  had  no  return, 
though  it  is  now  fourteen  years  fince. 
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CASE  IX. 

Mr.  Canham  of  Bemont-Hall  in 
Effex,  a gentleman  of  about  fifty  years 
of  age,  confulted  me,  on  the  7th.  of 
April  1785,00  account  of  a jaundice, 
which,  preceded  by  pain,  came  on 
and  went  off  feveral  times  ; but  now 
continued  longer  than  ufual.  I or- 
dered the  following  medicines : 

R.  Calomel,  ppt.  gr.  i. 

Rad.  Rhabarb.  pulv. 

Philon.  Lond.  a gr.  v. 

Syr.  firnp.  q.  s.  ft.  bolus  mane 
et  vefpere  fumendus,  cum 
duabus  unciis  mifturae  falinas. 

On  the  24th.  I was  fent  for  to  him. 
He  was  then  fpitting;  which  I defired, 
' by 
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by  the  continuance  of  his  medicines, 
might  be  kept  up  for  fome  weeks. 
It  was  fo;  and  his  jaundice  left  him. 
No  calculi  were  found.  On  the  10th, 
of  February  1787,  his  jaundice  re- 
turned; and  the  fame  medicines  were 
again  reforted  to.  I forgot  whether 
he  was  falivated  or  not  the  fecond 
time ; I therefore  wrote  to  Mr.  Vefey, 
a furgeon  at  Thorpe  in  Elfex,  to  know 
what  he  recolle&ed  of  Mr.  Canham’s 
cafe.  His  anfwer  is  as  follows : 

Dear  Sir, 

Agreeable  to  your  requeft, 
I have  infpected  my  books,  and  find 
Mr.  Canham  was  put  upon  a mercu- 
rial courfe  on  the  7th.  of  April  1785, 

and 


E 


38 

and  kept  in  a gentle  falivation  to  the 
23d.  of  June  following,  till  the  jaun- 
dice entirely  difappeared. 

On  the  10th.  of  February  1787, 
upon  the  jaundice  making  its  appear- 
ance again,  he  then  was  put  upon  the 
fame  mercurial  courfe,  which  he  took 
for  ten  days,  which  carried  off  the 
jaundice ; but  to  the  bed  of  my  re- 
colle£lion,  it  did  not  bring  on  faliva- 
tion, only  flightly  affected  his  mouth. 
He  never,  had  any  further  appearance 
of  the  jaundice  ; nor  were  there  any 
calculi  found. 

I am. 

Sir* 

Your  mod  humble  fervant, 
Wm.  Vefey. 

Thorpe , 4 th.  Sep . 1795. 


case 
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CASE  X. 

In  Augufl  1785,  I was  defired  to 
vifit  Mrs.  Bennet  of  Kerfy.  She  ap- 
peared to  me  to  be  about  thirty  years 
of  age.  I ordered  her  fome  pills, 
compofed  of  calomel,  foap,  and  rhu- 
barb, which  foon  brought  on  a ptya- 
lifm,  and  her  jaundice  (for  that  was  her 
diforder)  was  gradually  going  off;— 
when  Mr.  Rofe,  her  furgeon,  lince 
dead,  not  knowing  my  intention, 
gave  her  feveral  dofes  of  manna  and 
Glauber’s  falts,  till  her  fpitting  was 
confiderably  abated  ; and,  as  that 
diminifhed,  her  yellownefs  returned 
in  proportion,  and  increafed,  I de- 
fired him  to  repeat  the  calomel.  See. 

till 
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till  the  fpitting  returned,  which  he 
did  for  two  or  three  weeks,  when  fhe 
was  perfe&ly  cured.  From  the  fy in p- 
toms,  acute  pain,  &c.  at  times,  there 
was  no  doubt  that  her  jaundice  arofe 
from  calculi.  Whether  her  {tools 

• . ■ ' T 

were  or  were  not  examined,  I cannot 
tell.  She  has  not  had,  now  for  thir- 
teen years  paft.,  any  return  of  the 
diforder. 


CASE  XI. 

Mr.  Golden,  a tanner  of  this  town, 
(Hadleigh)  fent  for  me  on  the  5th. 
of  July  1788.  He  had  a jaundice, 
which,  from  the  fymptoms,  there  was 
no  doubt  arofe  from  biliary  calculi. 
He  was  about  forty  years  of  age,  of  a 

very 
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very  corpulent  habit.  I prefcribed 
for  him  as  follows  : 

R.  Calom.  ppt.  gr.  i. 

Pulv.  Rad.  rhab. 

Philon.  Lond.  a.  gr.  V. 

Syr.  limp.  q.  s.  f.  bolus  mane  et 
vefpere  fumendus  fuperbi- 
bendo  milt.  falin.  *ij. 

About  the  10th.  of  the  fame  month, 
one  grain  more  of  the  calomel  was 
added  to  each  bolus.  On  the  12th. 
his  gums  grew  fore,  and  fpitting  came 
on  plentifully  ; which  was  continued 
till  the  15th.  when  the  du£t  was  open- 
ed, and  a large  quantity  of  bile  found 
in  his  ftools.  His  jaundice  went  off 
foon,  but  his  fpitting  was  fo  great,  to 
upwards  of  lbij.  in  a day,  that  I 

thought 
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thought  it  neceffary  to  chock  it,  by 
giving  him  frequently,  dofes  of  lac 
fulph.  and  nitre.  His  ftools  were 
examined,  but  no  gall-hones  found. 
It  is  now  ten  years  fmce,  and  he  has 
had  no  return  of  jaundice. 

CASE  XII. 

Mrs.  Perkins,  wife  of  a gentleman 
of  the  law  at  Manningtree  in  Effex, 
fent  for  me  on  the  9th.  of  December 
2790.  Mr.  Rogers,  her  apothecary, 
faid  fhe  was,  in  the  beginning  of  her 
diforder,  troubled  with  acute  pains  at 
the  pit  of  her  ftomach  ; that  yellow- 
nefs  followed,  which,  though  the  pain 
was  fometimes  abated,  did  not  wholly 
go  off.  He  had  given  her  foap,  rhu- 
barb. 
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barb,  aloes,  &c.  but  the  jaundice  kept 
increafing.  Her  complexion  was  of 
a colour  between  black  and  yellow. 
I thought  there  was  no  time  to  be 
loft ; I therefore  prefcribed  for  her 
as  follows : 

R.  Vini  ipecac.  l\. 

Antim.  tart.  gr.  i.  M.  ft.  hauftus 
ftatim  cum  regimine  fumen- 
dus. 

R.  Rad.  Rhabarb.  pulv. 

Conf.  opiat.  a 9fs. 

Syr.  fimp.  f.  bolus  poll  emet. 
operationem  fumendus. 

And  the  following  morning  to  begin 
with  the  bolufes  and  mixture  as  un- 
der : 

R. 
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R.  Calom.  ppt. 

Pil.  ex.  aloe. 

Conf.  opiat.  a.  gr.  iii. 

Syr.  fimp.  q.  s.  f.  bolus  mane  efc 
vcfpere  fumendus  cum  milk 
falin.  3ij. 

As  fhe  was  collive,  I ordered  the 
following  inje&ion; 

R.  Decoft.  pro  enemate,  %k. 

Olei  olivar. 

% 

Syr.  bacc.  fpin.  cerv.  a 3rj. 

Pil.  ex  aloe,  sij- 

Sap.  moll.  gfs.  M.  flatim  tepide 
injiciend. 

The  glyfler  procured  very  little  dif- 
charge  of  foeces;  I therefore  ordered 
the  following  pills : 

R, 
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R.  Calom.  ppt. 

Pil.  ex  aloe,  a.  g r.  v. 

Syr.  facch.  q.  s.  f.  mafia  in  pilu- 
las  duas  dividenda,  vefpere 
fumend.  et,  fi  alvus  aftrida 
fit,  mane  repetend. 

Tliefe  did  not  open  the  bowels  fuffi- 
ciently ; therefore  on  the  13th,  (when 
I faw  her  again)  I ordered  the  pills 
to  be  repeated  every  four  hours,  with 
three  fpoonfuls  of  the  following  mix- 
ture, till  a free  paflage  fhould  be  pro- 
cured. 

R.  Infuf.  fennce,  3v. 

Tinft.  fennaa,  sv. 

jalapii,  .31  ij. 

Syr.  rofar. 

Kali.  tart.  a.  jij. 

1 

Mannae,  3fs.  M.  Dec. 

F 
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December  15.  The  medicines  had 
procured  a confiderable  difcharge  of 
foeces,  but  not  tinged  with  bile.  I 
therefore  ordered  for  her  as  under : 
R.  Calom.  ppt. 

Ocul.  cancr. 

Conf.  Rof.  a.  gr.  v. 

Syr.  limp.  q.  s.  ft.  mafia  in  pilu- 
las  mediocres  divid.  flatim. 
fum.  cum  dofi  mid.  falin. 

She  complained  of  great  weakness 
and  languor;  therefore  the  following 
cordial  mixture  was  ordered : 

R.  Tin£L  lavend.  comp. 

■ cad.  a.  li ij. 

Aq.  didill.  5v. 

Syr.  facch.  ?j.  M.  cap.  cochl.  ij. 
vel  iij.  larga,  in  languore. 

Spitting 
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Spitting  now  came  on;  and  her 
urine  was  not  fo  loaded  with  bile  as 
it  had  been:  but  a purging  fuper- 
vening,  checked  the  fpitting;  and  fhe 
grew  more  yellow.  On  the  18th.  I 
ordered  calom.  gr.  iij.  joined  with  a 
few  grains  of  conf.  opiat.  to  prevent 
its  running  off'  by  the  bowels,  to  be 
taken  twice  in  a day.  I was  now 
fearful  that  the  fubfiance  of  the  liver 
was  affeHed,  as  a round  prominent 
tumour  was  to  be  felt  in  the  region 
of  the  liver.  But  as  her  fever  was 
not  high,  I ordered  the  calomel  to  be 
continued  : and  this  day  the  fpitting 
returned  plentifully ; and  for  about 
ten  days,  fhe  fpit  every  twenty-four 
hours  not  lefs  than  a pint  and  a half. 


Her 
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Her  fkin  and  urine  became  every 
day  of  a better  colour;  and  there 
was  plenty  of  bile  in  her  llools.  The 
tumour,  which  was  before  prominent, 
now  felt  flaccid  and  knotty,  not  un- 
like, as  Mr.  Rogers,  her  furgeon,  and 
a pra6f itioner  in  midwifery,  obferved, 
a placenta.  During  the  time  the  du6ts 
were  open,  fhe  voided  an  aftonifhing 
quantity  of  black  fabulous  matter  in 
every  flool ; and  which,  when  put 
upon  a hot  iron,  burned  like  pitch, 
emitting  a very  offenfive  vapour.  She 
continued  fpitting,  and  voiding  this 
biliary  fandy-like  matter,till  about  the 
1 7th.  of  January  1791;  the  liver  gradu- 
ally decreafmg,  and  now  nearly  of  its 
natural  fize.  There  is  great  reafon 


to 
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to  fuppofe,  from  the  knotty  hate  of 
the  liver  after  the  bile  had  got  a free 
paffage,  and  the  tumour  leffened,  that 
not  only  the  duftus  cyliicus,  and 
du&us  hepaticus,  but  that  the  pori 
biliarii  were  likewife  obftru&ed ; for 
I do  not  think  it  poflible  for  a human 
gall-bladder  to  contain  a fourth  part 
of  the  calculi,  fhe  voided,  not  much 
larger  than  fand.  Did  the  mercury 
in  this  cafe  diminifh  the  lize  of  the 
calculi?  The  lady  had  refolution 
enough  to  perfevere  in  the  ufe  of  her 
medicines  and  fpitting  to  the  end  of 
the  month,  or  fome  time  longer;  and 
happily  got  rid  of  her  diforder.  There 
was  one  hone  voided,  the  laid  that 
paired,  about  the  lize  of  a pea. 
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CASE  XIIL 

Mrs.  Phillebrown,  mother  to  Mrs. 
Marratt,  a banker’s  lady  at  Manning- 
tree,  fent.  for  me  in  April  1787.  But 
as  my  attendance  was  not  a regular 
one,  I wrote  to  Mrs.  Marratt  for  in- 
formation, in  the  following  terms ; 
and  I received  the  annexed  anfwer. 

Madam, 

About  eight  years  ago,  I 
was  defired  to  vifit  your  mother,  who 
had  then  a jaundice,  arifing,  I fup- 

pofe,  from  gali-flones.  If  I recoiled 

\ 

right,  Mr.  Rogers,  her  apothecary, 
laid  Hie  had  had  feveral  fits  of  it  be- 
fore I faw  her;  that  after  acute  pain, 

yellownefs 


yellownefs  followed;  further,  when 
(lie  was  free  from  pain,  the  yellow- 
nefs abated.  I well  remember  that 
I wifhed  her  to  be  falivated,  and 

prefcribed  medicines  for  that  pur- 

» 

pofe.  But  as  my  attendance  was  not 
a conllant  one,  I could  not  be  fo 
exabt  in  obferving  the  progrefs,  as 
otherwife  I fhould  have  been.  I 
have  thoughts  of  publifhing  upon 

this  diforder ; therefore  fhall  be  much 

. • • * 

obliged  to  you  to  inform  me  of  what 
you  recollect  of  her  cafe.  The  fol- 
lowing queftions  will  perhaps  aflifl 
you.  How  often,  before  I faw  her, 
had  fhe  returns  of  her  diforder? 
After  fpitting  came  on,  how  long  did 
it  continue  ? After  the  fpitting  went 

off. 
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oflF,  had  Hie  ever  any  return  of  jaun- 
dice? If  her  Itools  were  examined, 
were  there  any  gall-ftones  found? 
What  did  (lie  die  of,  and  at  what  age? 
An  anfwer,  when  convenient,  will 
much  oblige. 

Madam, 

Your  obedient  fervant, 

^ i 

Hadleigh,  Thomas  Gibbons, 

6th.  April , 1795* 

Anfwercd. — Dedham,  April  11,  1795- s 
Sir, 

In  anfwer  to  your  letter  f efpeft- 
ing  my  dear  mother,  I can  fay,  I very 
well  remember  your  preferibing  the 
medicines  for  her,  (at  a time  there 
was  but  little  hopes  of  her  recovery) 

which 
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which  caufed  her  a very  fore  mouth, 
and  a falivation.  She  had  always 
been  fubjeft  to  a jaundice  and  bilious 
complaint.  I mud  fay,  I think  thofe 
medicines  lengthened  her  life  the 
remaining  years,  as  die  never  had 
any  return  of  the  jaundice;  but 
looked  upon  herfelf  worn  out,  the 
lad  year  or  two,  being  feventy-fix 
years  of  age.  We  would  many  times 
have  wifhed  to  have  had  Dr.  Gibbons 
to  her ; but  as  fhe  had  no  particular 
diforder  to  point  out,  we  could  not 
perfuade  her  to  it.  In  anfwer  to  the 
quedions  you  have  given  me:  id. 
She  had  always  been  difordered  with 
a bilious  habit  and  jaundice.  2dly. 
I think  hei  fpitting  continued  three 

n or 
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or  four  weeks.  3dly.  It  certainly 
recovered  her,  as  I do  not  remember 
fhe  ever  had  any  return  of  the  jaun- 
dice. 4thly.  No  gall-ftones  were 
found ; what  came  from  her  was  not 
regularly  examined.  5thly.  At  the 
age  of  feventy-fix,  Ihe  had  an  eafy 
paffage  out  of  this  world.  I believe 
fhe  always  thought  highly  of  the 
medicines ; and  had  fhe  had  any 
return,  you  certainly  would  have 
been  fent  for. 

lam,  &c. 

G.  Marratt. 


In 
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In  only  one  cafe  have  I tried  the 
effe&s  of  calomel  in  an  inflammation 
of  the  liver.  Some  years  ago  I was 
defired  to  vifit  Mr.  Griggs,  a linen^ 
draper  in  Hadleigh,  aged  about  forty- 
five  years;  whofe  liver  was  fo  much 
enlarged,  that  a tumour  of  the  right- 
fide  might  be  feen.  He  had  a con-* 
fiderable  degree  of  fever;  was  very 
yellow ; his  ftools  deficient  of,  but 
not  without  bile*  I ordered  him 
calomel,  which  he  took  for  feveral 
weeks;  but  no  fpitting  followed. 
The  calomel  was  omitted;  but  his 
difeafe  at  lafl  proved  fatal.  Does  not 
inflammation  prevent  the  mercury 
affecting  the  falivary  glands? 


The 
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The  two  following  cafes  were  com- 
municated  to  me  by  Mr.  Travis,  an 
ingenious  furgeon  at  Ead  Bergholt, 
in  this  county ; they  are  drikingly 
corroborative  of  the  fads  related  in 
the  preceding  pages,  and  of  the  infe- 
rences which  thofe  fads  are  calculated 
to  fugged. — * 


Mrs.  Abbot,  aged  fifty,  of  a fcro- 
fulous  habit,  and  fubjed  to  biliary 
complaints,  has  now,  July  30,  1796,  a 
total  obdrudion  of  the  dow  of  bile 
into  the  intedinal  canal,  and  the  co- 
lour of  her  Ik  in  is  of  a dark  yellow 
approaching  toward  black;  die  com- 
plains of  violent  pain  in  the  region  of 
the  liver,  attended  with  almod  con- 
tinued 
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tinued  vomiting.  Pulfe  very  quick, 
and  heat  excedive.  Urine  very  high 
coloured,  and  fo  diminifhed  in  quan- 
tity as  not  to  exceed  half  a wine  glafs 
in  twenty-four  hours ; foeces  nearly 
black,  and  refembling  in  their  texture 
coagulated  blood ; tongue  foul ; third 
urgent ; no  red ; appetite  fo  greatly 
impaired  that  (he  has  not  for  fome 
time  taken  more  than  a Angle  boiled 
turnip  daily. 

Ordered  to  take  an  emetic  imme- 
diately, and,  after  its  operation,  an 
opening  draught  was  given,  and  the 
bolus  as  below  at  night. 

R.  Calom.  gr.  iv. 

Opii.  gr.  i.  cum  conferva  cynofb. 
fiat  bolus  hora  fomni  fumen- 
dus.  On 
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On  the  31ft.  of  July  (lie  took  four 
ounces  of  cathartic  mixture,  and  on 
the  lft.  of  Auguil  commenced  the 
following  pills : 

R.  Calom.  gr.  vj. 

Pulv.  rhasi 
Sal.  polychrefl.  et 
Saponis  albi  aa.  5]. 

Olei  junip.  gft*  xxxij.  cum  fyrupo 
fiant  pil.  xxxij.  e quibus  fumal" 
iij.  bis  in  die  cum  hauftu  ilo- 
mach.  amaro. 

Thefe,  with  an  occafional  cathartic, 
and  the  intervention  of  an  emetic, 
were  continued  until  the  eighth  of 
Auguil:,  on  which  day  the  pills  below 
were  prefcribed, 

R. 
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R.  Calom.  gr.  xij.  . 

Pulv.  fcillae  gr.  xv. 

Aloes  foccotor.  sj. 

Saponis  sifs, 

Olei  jump.  g“-  xxxx.  cum  fyrupo 
fiant  piiulae  xxxvj.  e quibus 
fumat  iij.  bis  in  die  cumhauf- 
tu  diuretico  amaro 

A gentle  ptyaliiin  was  now  pro- 
duced, relieved  her  greatly,  and  was 
continued  until  the  14th.  of  Auguft, 
when  the  pills  being  omitted,  the 
fpitting  went  off,  and  her  fymptoms 
returned ; on  the  24th.  therefore,  the 
calomel  was  again  had  recourfe  to. 

R.  Calomel,  gr.  iv. 

Opii  purific.  gr.  ij.  cum  confer- 
va fiant  boh  ij.  hora  fomni 
fumendi.  R. 
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R.  Kali  pp.  9j. 

Infufi  gentians  comp.  purg.  sx. 

Tin&urae  cardamomi  comp.  sj. 
fiat  hauftus.  4tis.  horis  cum 
fucco  limonis  in  a£tu  effer- 
vefcentias  fumendus. 

The  bolus  and  draught  were  con- 
tinued until  the  28th.  of  Augufl,  and 
then  altered  as  follows  : 

. R.  Extrafti  colocynth.  comp.  5J. 

Calomel',  gr.  xij.  cum  fyrupo 
fiant  boh  xij.  et  fumat  j.  bis 
in  die. 

She  pcrfdted  in  this  manner,  under 
a continued  moderate  falivation,  until 
the  6th.  of  September,  when,  every 
morbid  fy mptom  having  difappeared, 
the  medicines  were  omitted,  and  fhe 

has 
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has  fiiiee  remained  fre'e  From  an^ 
biliary  complaint. 

April  9th.  179 6,  Mrs.  Heffill,  aged 

- • • • 

fifty -five,  has  a total  deficiency  of 
bile  in  her  faeces,  which  are  of  a clay 
colour ; the  pain  in  the  regioii  of  the 
liver  is  very  acute,  and  occafions 
moll  diftreffing  fieknefs  and  vomit- 
ings.  Skin  of  a deep  and  bright  yel- 
low. Pulfe  quick  and  hard.  Thirft 
great;  urine  loaded  with  bile.  Was 
ordered  to  be  blooded,  and  to  take 
an  emetic,  and  thefe,  with  fome  ape- 
rient ftomachic  medicines,  removed 
the  complaint,  and  fhe  continued  well 
until  the  23d.  of  April,  on  which  day 
the  jaundice  with  an  augmentation  of 
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every  fymptom  returning,  and  with 
the  additional  one  of  violent  pain  on 
one  fide  of  her  face,  the  following 
pills  were  prefcribed : 

• R.  Salis  polychrefL  et 

Pulveris  rhaei  aa.  3ij. 

Saponis  sj. 

Calomel,  gr.  vj. 

Olei  junip.  gtu  xxxyj.  cum  fy- 
rupo  fiant  pilulae  xxxvj.  e 
quibus  fumat  iij.  bis  in  die 
fuperbibendo  cyathum  mif- 
turae  cardiacae 

She  had  taken  only  eighteen  of 
thefe  pills,  and  confequently  but  three 
grains  of  calomel,  when  a hot  tile  was 
applied  by  her  friends  to  relieve  the 
pained  fide  of  her  face,  and  which  in 


a 


a few  hours  occafioned  a fwelling  of 
the  falivary  glands  of  that  fide,  and 
a ptyahfm  enfuing  from  the  parts 
thus  affected,  was  fupported  for  a 
fortnight,  and  compleatly  reftored  her 
to  health. 
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ON  THE 


FREE  USE  OF  NITRE 

ILLMORRHAGY. 



1 SHALL  now  proceed  to  give  a 
relation  of  fome  cafes  of  haemorr- 
hage, which  were,  either  reftrained, 
or  flopped  by  the  ufe  of  large  dofes 
of  nitre. 

On  the  third  day  of  February  1791, 
Mr.  Rayner  Cox  of  Harwich,  in 
Fflex,  who,  for  feveral  years  before, 
had  been  lubjeft  to  hsemoptoe,  was 

taken 
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taken  about  eight  o’clock  in  the  morn- 
ing with  a return  of  his  diforder. 
He  was  bled,  and  took,  during  the 
day,  what  he  had  been  ufed  to  take, 
an  emulfion  of  fpcrma  ceti  with  nitre. 
At  night  a draught,  into  which  were 
put  twenty  and  live  drops  of  aether. 
I fuppofe  vitriolic  aether.  He  awoke 
about  one  o’clock  Feb.  4th.  and  had 
a violent  return  of  the  bleeding.  Air. 
Hopkins,  furgebn,  &cr.  at  Harwich, 
and  Mr.  Shearman,  his  late  partner 
and  fucceffor  in  the  practice  of  fur- 
gery  and  pharmacy,  agreed,  with  his 
confent,  to  repeat  venefeftion,  and 
give  him  larger  doles  of  nitre  than 
are  ufually  given,  viz.  3ij:  for  a 
dofe,  in  one  dofe  he  took  a drachm. 


^9 

On  that  day,  the  4th,  I was  fent  for. 

Before  I got  to  his  houfe  he  had  had 

/ 

feveral  returns  of  the  bleeding.  The 
blood,  which  had  been  drawn  from 
his  arm,  was  a complete  coagulum. 
There  was  no  feparation  of  ferum 
from  the  cralfamentum.  It  had  an 
appearance  like  millet  feeds  fprinkled 
upon  grumous  blood.  His  pulfe  was 
quick,  but  not  full.  I prefcribed  for 
him  the  following  medicines: 

R.  Cerus.  acetat.  gr.  iij. 

' Alum.  pulv.  gr.  v. 

Opii.  gr.  j. 

Conf.  cynofb.  q.  s.  f.  bolus  fta- 
tim  fumendus  et  pod  horas 
quinque  repetendus 
1 ' 


R. 
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R.  Kali  pp.  sj. 

Succ.  limon.  Jij. 

. • i 

Aquae  diftil.  £vj. 

Syr.  limon.  ?fs. 

Nitri  pulv.  sij.  M.  cap.  coch.  iv. 
fubinde. 

At  three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon 
he  brought  up  about  two  tea  cups  full 
of  blood,  frefh  and  florid;  and  at  ten 

i 

the  fame  evening  as  much  more  : At 
one  o’clock  in  the  morning  on  the 
5th.  day  of  February,  at  eight,  and  at 
ten  o’clock  in  the  forenoon  of  the 
fame  day,  he  brought  up,  each  time, 
about  6 ounces  of  blood. 

Things  now  put  on  a ferious  afpeft. 
His  urine  was  tinged  with  blood, 
which  every  hour  grew  redder.  I 
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was  much  alarmed.  The  patient, 
however,  during  this  trying  fcene, 
was  perfectly  calm  in  his  mind.  In 
this  fituation  no  time  was  to  be  loft. 
We  agreed  to  try  what  large  dofes  of 
nitre  frequently  given  would  do.  He, 
accordingly,  took  a drachm  every  two 
hours  in  a cup  of  barley  dcco6lion. 
About  that  time  Rufpini’s  llyptic  was 
extolled  by  fome.  Mr.  Cox  alked  me 
if  I thought  it  would  interfere  with 
the  nitre.  After  having  tailed  it,  I 
could  not  difcover  any  thing  likely 
to  decompofe  the  nitre  therefore  con- 
fented.  He  took  a tea-fpoonful  one 
hour  after  every  dofe  of  the  nitre,  in 
a glafsful  of  tindlure  of  rofes.  He 
had  not  taken  more  than  half  an 
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ounce  of  the  nitre  before  his  urine 
became  lefs  tinged,  and  gradually 
grew  paler  till  Feb.  6th.  when  it  was 
quite  lympid.  Dr.  Hamilton  of  Ipf- 
wich,  agreeable  to  the  wifh  of  his 
brother  Charles  Cox,  Efq.  was  delired 
to  meet  me.  He  came,  but  fo  rapid 
was  the  progrefs  of  the  remedy,  that 
the  bleeding  was  entirely  hopped  be- 
fore he  arrived.  Here  the  reader 
will  perhaps  afk,  Flow  can  you  attri- 
bute the  good  effeds  in  this  cafe  to 
the  nitre,  fince  he  took  other  medi- 
cines? The  following  cafes  will,  as 
well  as  the  poftfcript  at  the  end  of 
this,  I think,  put  the  matter  out  of 

- l . i . i • • - 

doubt. 

The  nitre  happily  never  offended 

his 
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his  ftomach,  but  it  occafioned  a dis- 
agreeable irritation  in  the  proflate 
glands  and  fphinHer  mufcles  with  a 
frequent  difcharge  of  urine.  The 
dofes  therefore  were,  after  the  third 
day,  leffened,  and  given  at  longer 
intervals. 

He  had  had  no  return  of  bleeding 
when  I faw  him  Feb.  9th.  1791. 

Poftscrifit. 

Mr.  Cox  has  lately  favoured  me 
with  an  account  of  himfelf.  He  fays, 
that,  now  and  then,  upon  taking  cold, 
he  has  had  a cough,  which  has  been 
followed  by  fome  flight  returns,  but 
none  alarming.  Fie  adds,  that  nitre, 
with  a cool  regimen,  foon  fet  all 
things  right.  Mr, 


74 


Mr.  POLLEY’S  CASK. 

On  the  9th.  day  of  jail.  1792, 1 was 
lent  for  to  Mr.  Robert  Polley  of 
London,  who  was  then  on  a vilit  to  a 
relation  of  his  at  Edwardftone,  by 
Boxford  in  Suffolk.  He  appeared  to 
be  about  the  age  of  twenty-four  years. 
He  had,  from  a breach  in  his  lungs, 
been  often  troubled  with  haemoptoe  ; 
for  which  he  had  put  himfelf  under 
the  care  of  an  eminent  phyfician  in 
London,  who  ordered  for  him  fm.all 
doles  of  nitre  joined  with  pulv.  e tra~ 
gac.  comp,  and  a mixture  compofed 
of  tm&ure  of  roles  See. 

When  I faw  him  he  had  brought 
up,  at  the  diflance  of  four  hours  each 

time. 
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time,  for  the  greateft  part  of  the  pre- 
ceding day  and  night,  about  five  or 
fix  ounces  of  frefh  arterial  blood,  and 
was  reduced  fo  low  that  he  looked 
like  a perfon  in  the  laft  flage  of  a 
pulmonary  confumption.  He  had  a 
harrafling  cough,  his  pulfe  was  very 
quick  and  thready  : what  he  expecto- 
rated was  not  purulent,  but  he  brought 
up  a great  many  globular  fub fiances 
like  tubercles,  about  the  fize  of  peas, 
which  fcemed  to  be  compofed  of 
gritty  particles,  like  fand,  cemented 
with  mucus  fo  fetid  that  the  patient 
himfelf  could  hardly  bear  the  fmell 
of  them.  I never  met  with  any  thing 
expect  orated  fo  offcnfivc.  I ordered 
lor  him  as  follows  : 


U. 
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R.  Nitri  purificati  3J. 

Sacch.  alb.  sfs. 

Coccinel.  pulv.  gr.  ij.  M.  f.  pul- 
vis,  hatim,  ex  poculo,  deco6L 
hord.  fumendus,  et  quarta 
quaq.  hora  repet. 

and,  now  and  then,  two  ounces  of  a 
mixture  of  which  tinfture  of  rofes 
was  the  principal  ingredient. 

He  had  not  taken  more  than  four 

of  the  powders  before  the  blood' 

% 

thrown  up,  was,  not  only  lefs  in 
quantity  but  at  longer  intervals. 
Ilis  urine,  which  was  before  remark- 
ably high  coloured,  became  gradually 
clearer,  and,  at  length,  returned  to  its 
natural  hate.  I faw  him  on  the  10th. 

when  his  bleeding  was  hopped.  But 

from 


from  the  colour  of  a (tool  he  had  had, 

i 

it  was  evident  he  had  fwallowed  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  blood,  which 
was  now  grown  very  black  and  of- 
fend ve.  I therefore  prefcribed  the 
following  draught : 

o o 

R.  Salis  Rupel.  mannas  aa.  3fs.  coq. 
in  aq.  puras  q.  s.  col.  gifs.  add. 
tincl.  fennae.  fyr.  rof.  aa.  f. 
H.  ftatim,  cum  regimine,  fu- 
mendus. 

This  had  the  defired  effefl ; his 
bowels  were  cleanfed  and  his  faeces 
became  of  a natural  colour.  I there- 
fore defired  him  to  go  on  with  the 
powders,  repeating  them  every  four 
hours.  He  did  fo,  till  he  had  taken 
regularly,  upwards  of  forty.  They 

k never 
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never  once  offended  his  ftomach. 
As  he  had  no  return  of  bleeding,  I 
defired  him  to  omit  the  powders  and 
take,  in  lieu  of  them,  the  following 
mixture : 

R.  Deco6L  cort.  Peru. 

Infuf.  rof.  aa.  ^iij. 

Tin£L  cort.  Peru.  3j. 

Acidi  vitri,  dilut.  g“-  xl.  M.  cap. 
coch.  iv.  bis  terve  in  dies. 

Having  made  fome  flay  in  the 
country  he  returned  to  London.  I 
did  not  hear  that  he  had  any  recur- 
rence of  the  haemorrhage.  But  that, 
three  or  four  years  afterwards,  he 
died  of  a phthifis  pulmonalis.  The 
reader  will  fee,  from  the  fmall  quan- 
tity of  the  cochineal  in  the  powder, 

that 
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that  it  was  an  ingredient,  merely  to 
difguife  the  medicine.  And  here,  by 
the  by,  I would  recommend  it  to 
practitioners,  by  colouring,  not  inju- 
rious, fo  to  alter  the  appearance  of 
fome  medicines,  as  that  the  lick  may 
not  know  what  he  takes.  I have 
ever  feen  that  patients  in  general  ex- 
pect more  from  a medicine  the  com- 
pofition  of  which  they  are  ignorant 
of,  than  from  one  they  are  acquainted 
with.  I remember  a lady  many  years 
ago,  who  was  troubled  with  a violent 
heartburn,  fhe  fent  for  a phyfician, 
who  prefcribed  for  her  a draught 
fimilar  to  the  following : 


R. 
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R.  Gretas  pp.  Sj. 

Aq.  cinnam.  limp.  5j.  f.  hauiL 
femel  bifve  in  die,  cardiakia 

J O 

urgenta,  fumendus. 

This  corre&cd  the  acidity  of  the 
gaftric  fluid,  and  was  a great  favourite 
for  feveral  years ; but,  at  length,  (he 
had  occafion  to  go  to  London,  and 
defired  her  apothecary,  who  had  pru- 
dently kept  the  compofition  a fecret, 
to  fend  her  the  Do&or’s  prefcription; 
he  did  fo.  In  London  fhe  got  it 
tranflated  into  englifh,  and,  behold, 
what  was  the  confequence?  fhe  took 
no  more  “ chalk  draughts ! ” 

But  there  are  other  patients,  many 
of  the  clergy  for  inllance,  and  other 
[gentlemen  of  liberal  education,  who 

have 
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have  attended  anatomical  and  chemi- 
cal le&ures,  and  perhaps  acquired  a 
knowledge  of  the  theory  of  phy- 
fick.  Thefe  are  not  to  be  put  off 
with  an  ipfe  dixit.  They  have  a 
right  to  know  the  phyfician’s  opinion 
of  the  diforder — the  intention  of  cure, 
and  by  what  means  it  is  to  be  brought 
about. 

I was  fome  years  pail:  fent  for  to 
the  Right  Honourable  Richard  Rigby 
of  Miftley  Hall  in  Effex.  He  had 
had  a fit  of  the  gout,  but  his  chief 
complaints  were,  when  I faw  him, 
great  irritation  of  the  nervous  fyftem, 
violent  rheumatic  pains  in  one  fhoul- 
der,  and  arm,  and,  befides  thefe,  he 
had  the  fhingles.  He  told  me  that 

when 
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when  he  was  well  he  had  been  in 
the  habit  of  taking  Dr.  James’s  anti- 
monial  powder,  and  analeptic  pills. 
That  they,  when  he  got  warm  in  bed, 
produced  a gentle  perfpiration  which 
continued  till  morning;  that  when  he 
got  up,  the  check  upon  the  furface 
occafioned  a determination  to  his 
bowels,  and  that  then  he  had  an  am- 
ple flool,  and  was  comfortable  for 
the  whole  day.  But,  that  now,  he 
had  no  perfpiration,  nor  evacuation 
from  his  bowels  unlefs  he  took  rhu- 
barb. <c  Now  fir,  what  do  you  mean 
« to  give  me,  for,  you  mull  know,  I 
“ take  no  medicine  without  being 
“ acquainted  with  the  compolition, 
“ and  what  I am  to  expe6l  from  it. 


I 


^3 

I told  him  I thought  James’s  powder 
was  the  belt  remedy  he  could  take, 
affifted  by  fuitable  medicines,  for  that 
James’s  powders,  by  proper  additions 
might  be  made  to  aft,  either  upon 
the  Ikin,  ftomach,  or  bowels.  “ This 
fir,”  faid  he,  ^is  very  well  in  theory. 
“ But  do  you  think  you  can  bring  it 
“ to  praftice  ? ” I told  hi,m  I thought 
I could.  “ Then  fir,  prefcribe  as  foon 
u as  you  pleafe.  ” I told  him  he 
would  have  nothing  to  take  till  bed 
time.  I knew  his  James’s  powders 
were  to  be  depended  on,  therefore 

i 

defired  his  valet  de  chambre,  who 
had  the  care  of  them,  to  give  me  a 
couple,  one  of  which  I put  into  a 
draught,  compofed  of  camphor  julep 

and 
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and  tin&ure  of  opium,  which  he  took 
in  bed;  and  I defired  him  to  take  now 
and  then  a cupful  of  warm  barley 
decoftion ; and,  if  he  had  no  fweat  in 
lour  hours  to  fend  his  fervant  to  me. 
The  fervant  came  and  I went  to  his 
mailer.  I alked  him  if  he  had  had 
any  perfpiration.  He  faid  no,  but 
that  he  was  not  quite  fo  reltlefs  as  he 
had  been,  his  Ikin,  though  not  moifl, 
was  lax.  I repeated  the  draught,  and 
defired,  fhould  it  not  produce  the 
effect  expelled,  that  I might  be  called 
at  the  end  of  the  next  four  hours.  I 
went  to  bed  and  flept  till  eight  o’clock 
the  next  morning.  I then  vifited  and 
found  him  in  a very  benign  fweat5 
and  defired  him  not  to  check  it  fud- 

denly. 
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denly,  but,  as  he  wifhed  to  get  up, 
that  his  covering  might  be  removed 
by  degrees.  On  getting  up  he  went 
to  his  water  clofet,  and  at  breakfaff 
faid,  he  thought  he  had  got  into  his 
ufual  traft  again.  He  repeated  the 
powders  and  draughts  the  night  fol- 
lowing, with  the  fame  effect,  and  then 
left  them  off,  faying  he  had  no  more 
occalion  for  them,  which  proved 
true. 

And  now  having  made  a digrellion 
from  the  cafes  of  hsemorrhagy,  I 
hope  the  reader  will  allow  me  to  offer 
him  fome  obfervations  relative  to  the 
treatment  of  the  lick,  which,  I think, 

may  be  of  ufe  both  to  the  doctor  and 
patient. 
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I remember  to  have  feen  a publi- 
cation, by  a phyfician  of  good  abilities 
too,  but  who,  I have  fince  heard,  was 
not  upon  friendly  terms  with  the  apo- 
thecaries, in  which,  with  no  fmall 
degree  of  warmth,  he  inveighs  againft 
falinc  draughts,  juleps,  fperma  ceti 
mixtures,  ptifans,  &c.  &c.  What 
good,  fays  he,  can  a faline  draught 
do,  though  taken  every  four  hours? 
I agree  with  this  gentleman,  that  thefe 
are  not  medicines  of  fuch  powers  as 
to  produce  any  great  effect  upon  the 
body  independent  of  the  mind.  But 
every  pra&itioner  of  experience,  well 
knows  what  an  influence  the  mind 
has  upon  the  body.  Numberlefs 
facts  might  be  given  where  impref- 

fions 
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fions  of  the  mind  (efpecially  in  cafes 
of  fcurvy)  have  proved  favourable, 
or  fatal.  Let  one  inltance  fuffice. 
On  the  30th.  of  Jan,  1744,  Mr.  Ives 
informs  us,  “that  he  had  near  feventy 
“ perfons  ill  of  the  fcurvy  in  the 
“ Mediterranean.  Yet  the  joy  of 
“ meeting  the  enemy’s  fleet,  and  beat- 
“ ing  them,  had  fuch  an  effect,  that, 
“on  the  11th.  of  Feb.  following, 
“ when  the  engagement  happened, 
“ there  were  not  more  than  five  men 
“ abfent  from  their  fighting  quarters  :55 
And  this  Dr.  Lind  juflly  attributes  to 
the  influence  of  the  mind  upon  the 
body ; for  he  adds,  that,  during  ele- 
ven days,  the  fick  had  no  more  than 
five  fervings  of  broth. 
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I have  been  fent  for  to  many  pati- 
ents at  particular  times  when  I ffiould 
have  been  fatished  in  doing  nothing. 
But  would  this  fatisfy  the  patient? 
No.  His  mind  was  to  be  made  eafy, 
till  nature  or  the  diforder  pointed  out 
what  was  to  be  done.  How  difficult 
is  it,  often,  to  difbinguifh  between 
caufe  and  effect ; how  cautious,  there- 
fore, ought  the  prefcriber  to  be,  left 
by  violent  medicines,  rafhly  given, 
he  deftroy  the  patient  before  the  dif- 
eafe.  I have  been  told  that  the  cele- 
brated Dr.  Goldfmith,  by  taking  too 
large  dofes  of  James’s  powders,  at  an 
improper  time  in  his  fever,  fell  a 
victim  to  his  temerity. 


Mr. 
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Mr.  Kettle,  an  innkeeper  of  Had- 
leigh,  aged  fifty  and  five  years,  was 
attacked  in  OHober  1797  with  violent 
vomitings  of  blood ; which  was  of  a 
very  dark  colour,  and  of  a grumous 
quality.  After  due  allowance  for  the 
contents  of  the  ftomach,  which  were 
ufually  mixed  with  the  blood  thus 
evacuated,  he  brought  up  for  three 
days  fucceflively  not  lefs  than  two 
pints  and  one  half,  or  three  pints  of 
blood  per  day  ; preceded  by  a fenfe 
of  great  weight,  ficknefs  and  anxiety. 
His  pulfe  was  quick,  fmall,  and  irre- 
gular, his  (kin  hot,  thirft  confiderable ; 
body  rather  coftive,  and  his  (tools 
were  loaded  with  black  and  fetid 

blood : 


90 


blood:  urine  in  fmall  quantity  and 
turbid:  little  or  no  reft,  great  pro f- 
tration  of  ftrength:  legs  and  feet 
oedematous.  Upon  examination  there 
appeared  a very  extenfive,  hard,  and 
irregular  tumour  of  the  liver,  and 
which  pre fling  upon  the  vena  porta- 
rum  had,  probably,  given  rife  to  this 
alarming  haemorrhage.  As  I had  ex- 
perienced the  belt  effects  from  large 
dofes  of  nitre  in  aftive  haemorhagy, 
I now  determined  to  try  what  the 
refult  would  be,  in  paftive  haemorr- 
hagy,  for,  in  this  cafe  there  were  no 
inflammatory  fymptoms.  I accord- 
ingly prefcribed  for  him  as  follows : 

R. 
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R.  Infufi  rofze  rubrae  ^ifs. 

Nitri  purificati, 

Sp.  nucis  mofch.  et 
Syrupi  caryoph.  rub.  aa.  sj.  f. 
hauftus  quartis  horis  fumen- 
dus. 

No  fickndfs  or  naufea  enfued  from 
die  ufe  of  the  nitre.  In  lefs  than 
forty-eight  hours  the  bleeding  was 
nearly  flopped.  In  the  courfe  of 
nineteen  days  he  took  fevcn  ounces 
of  nitre  without  the  leaf!  inconveni- 
ence, on  the  contrary  his  appetite  was 
confiderably  mended.  His  urine, 
during  the  ufe  of  the  medicine,  was 
fecreted  in  larger  quantity,  and  be- 
came lympid,  and  the  induration  of 
the  liver  was  confiderably  leflened. 
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In  about  three  weeks,  however, 
after  he  had  left  off  the  nitre,  the 
anafarca  of  the  lower  extremities  had 
increafed,  and  fymptoms  of  afcites 
appearing,  I ordered  fmall  dofes  of 
the  digitalis  purpurea,  which  relieved 
him  greatly.  But  a return  of  his 
dropfy  in  the  year  1 798  proved  fa-taL 
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SOME  OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  USE 
OF  NITRE  IN  HiEMORRHAGY,  IN 
A LETTER  TO  DR.  GIBBONS,  BY' 
NATHAN  DRATCE,  M.  D. 


Dear  Sir, 

I tran fmit  you  a cafe  of 
uterine  haemorrhage  in  which  the  free 
life  of  nitre  was  attended'  with  the 
molt  beneficial  effe&s.  It  will  cor- 
roborate in  no  fmall  degree  your 
former  experience  on  this  fubjeft, 
and,  together  with  the  cafes  you  have 
accumulated,  clearly  prove,  I think, 
the  great  efficacy  of  this  medicine  in 
large  dofcs,  though  given  long  after 
folution,  and  though  unaccompanied 
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with  any  immediate  affection  of  the 
ftomach. 

Nitre  when  exhibited  thus  amply 
lias  hitherto  been  fuppofed  to  a£t  on 
the  circulation  either  from  the  cold 
produced  during  its  folution  in  the 
llomach,  or  in  confequence  of  naufea 
excited  by  its  adtion  on  the  mufcular 
fibre  of  that  organ.  Mr,  White  of 
Mancheftcr,  in  his  Treatife  on  the 
Management  of  Pregnant  and  Lying- 
in  Women,  when  fpeaking  of  the  bell; 
method  for  fuppreffing  violent  flood- 
ings, obferves,  “ large  dofes  of  nitre 
“ have  often  afforded  inflant  relief  ; 
£<  which  I fuppofe  is  owing  to  the 
“ power  which  Dr.  Alexander  juflly 
“ afcribes  to  it,  of  almoft  inflantly 

iC  retarding 
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“ retarding  the  velocity  of  the  circu- 
“ lation,  and  of  furprifingly  diminifh- 
“ ing  the  number  of  pulfations : but 
it  Ihould  be  given  immediately  af- 
ter  being  dilfolved,  as  the  fame  gen- 
<c  tleman  has  obferved,  that  it  then 
cc  poffefTes  that  power  in  a greater 
c£  degree:”*  and  Dr.  Darwin,  in  the 
fecond  volume  of  his  Zoonomia,  has 
a paflage  of  fimilar  import : “ Large 
“ dofes  of  nitre,”  fays  he,  <e  by  pro- 
“ ducing  naufea  debilitate  and  lelfen 
“ the  energy  of  the  circulation,  and 
fc  and  are  thence  ufeful  in  inflamma- 
“ tory  difeafes.  It  mull  be  added, 
te  that  if  nitre  be  fwallowed  in  pow- 
“ der,  or  Toon  after  it  is  dilfolved,  it 

ee  contributes 

* Fifth  Edition,  page  141,  142. 
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contributes  to  leffen  the  circulation 
by  the  cold  it  generates,  like  ice- 
<e  water,  or  the  external  application 
“ of  cold  air.”* 

Now  in  the  cafe  before  me,  and  in 
thofe  which  have  fallen  under  your 
own  experience,  the  nitre,  with  the 
exception  of  Mr.  Polley,  was  given 
fome  hours  after  its  folution,  and 
produced  in  no  in  dance  ficknefs,  or 
even  naufca,  yet  the  haemorrhage  was 
fupprelfed,  and  the  heat  and  irrita- 
bility diminiffied.  It  appears  to  me, 
indeed,  difficult  to  conceive  how  the 
tranfient  cold  occasioned  by  the  folu- 
tion of  a drachm  or  two  of  nitre  in 
the  llomach,  and  which  is  repeated 
- only 


* Page  760. 


97 


only  every  three  or  four  hours,  can 
fufficiently  retard  the  motion  of  the 
heart  to  produce  any  powerful  effect. 
Ice-water,  indeed,  which  may  be 
given  every  five  or  ten  minutes,  fo 
as  to  induce  •permanent  cold,  pro- 
mifes,  in  cafes  of  urgency,  to  be  of 
great  fervice,  but  it  is  obvious,  that 
nitre  cannot  be  thus  repeated  without 
danger  of  immediate  rejection. 

As  to  the  effects  of  naufea  arifing 
from  nitre  in  haemorrhagy,  nothing 
can  place  its  inutility  in  a more  ftrik- 
ing  point  of  view  than  the  cafes  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kettle ; both  -laboured 
under  the  fame  complaint,  and  from 
fimilar  caufes ; the  former  took,  in 
nineteen  days,  feven  ounces  of  nitre. 
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a drachm  at  a dofe,  without  a ny  nau- 
fea,  and  with  every  good  effecl ; the 
latter,  to  whom  I was  called  in  April 
1798,  and  whole  evacuation  of  blood 
from  the  ftomach  was,  as  nearly  as 
poftible,  both  in  quantity  and  quality, 
fuch  as  her  hufband’s,  experienced 
fo  much  naufea  and  ficknefs  from  the 
nitre  that  I was  obliged  altogether  to 
omit  it,  yet  during  thefe  effe&s  the 
haemorrhage,  fo  far  from  diminifhmg, 
encreafed  to  a molt  alarming  degree. 
It  was  however  at  length  put  a hop 
to  by  bleeding  in  the  arm,  and  the 
liberal  and  lonsr  continued  ufe  of  the 

O 

tin&ura  ferri  muriati. 

The  power  which  Dr.  Alexander 
has  afcribed  to  nitre,  of  injlantly  re- 
tarding 
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tarding  the  velocity  of  the  circula- 
tion, and  of  furprifingly  diminifhing 
the  number  of  pulfations,  I have 
never  experienced.  Though  to  Mr. 
Kettle  and  to  Mrs.  Br.adflreet  large 
and  repeated  dofes  were  given,  and 
attention  was  paid  to  the  date  of  the 
pulfe,  both  immediately  after  it  was 
taken,  and  when  fome  hours  had 
elapfed,  no  fudden  change  was  per- 
ceptible, though  in  both  the  pulfe 
gradually  became  llower  and  fofter. 
Mrs.  Kettle’s  pulfe,  which  was  quick 
and  hard,  underwent  no  alteration 
during  the  naufea  and  ficknefs  confe- 
quent  on  taking  the  nitre.  It  fhould 
be  obferved,  however,  that  where 
large  dofes  of  nitre  difagree  with  the 
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ftomach,  they  are  in  general,  rapidly 
ejedted  by  vomiting,  the  adlion  of 
which  accelerates  the  pulfe,  and  the 
material  once  .evacuated  no  naufea 
continues,  a circumftance  which,  if 
naufea  be  the  effedt  intended,  fhould 
lead  us  to  employ  a medicine  whofe 
powers  are  more  durable,  the  digita- 
lis for  inftance,  in  the  life  of  which 
though  vomiting  may  fu’pervenc  nau- 
fea for  the  mod  part  continues. 

Iam  inclined' to  think  that  in fup- 
prefiing  hseraorrhagy,  whether  active 
or  pafftve,  nitre  acts  merely  as  a tonic, 
powerfully  though  gradually  dimi- 
nifhing  at  the  fame  time  heat,  irrita- 
bility and  arterial  adfion.  That  thefe 
are  the  cfFedts  of  tlie  nitrous  acid, 

when 
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when  given  with  a view  to  remove 
debility,  late  experience  has  amply 
proved,  and  may  we  not  attribute  the 
falutary  operation  of  the  fait  under 
confideration  entirely  to  this  aciive 
principle  though  in  union  with  fixed 
vegetable  alkali? 

Believe  me,  dear  Sir, 

With  great  efteem, 

Yours  moif  hncerely, 
Hadleigh,  Suffolk , Nathan  Drake. 

May,  1799. 

- Sr 

}';  S'rrP  ■' 
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November  10,  1797. 

Mrs.  Braddreet  aged  42,  has  for 
thefe  lad  three  or  four  days  laboured 
under  violent  uterine  haemorrhagy ; 
flie  complains  of  confiderable  pain  in 
her  back  and  loins ; the  blood  flows 
fo  profufely  as  to  indicate  danger; 
debility  very  great;  body  regular; 
third  urgent ; tongue  white  and  dry ; 
extremities  cold  and  rather  oedema- 
tous. 

She  has  been  fubjedl  to  repeated 
attacks  of  this  complaint  for  more 
than  two  years,  which  have  neceffa- 
rily  much  injured  her  conditution. 
Having  taken,  fince  theprefent  return, 
fome  powerful  adringents  without 
abating  the  difcharge,  my  opinion 
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was  requefted,  and  on  finding  the 
irritability  of  the  fyfiem  greatly  in- 
crcafed,  and  her  pulfe  near  120  fmall 
but  hard,  I ordered  her  the  following 
draught: 

R.  Infufi  rofae  rubrae  ^ifs. 

Tin&urae  cinnamoni  et 
Syrupi  caryopliilli  rubri  aa.  sj. 
Nitri  purificati  sj.  fiat  haultus 
quartis  horis  fumendus. 

Twelve  were  taken  in  four  days; 
they  agreed  perfe&ly  well  with  her 
ftomach,  and  on  the  day  after  their 
commencement  the  haemorrhage  be- 
gan to  fubficfe,  and  by  the  fifteenth 
was  compleatly  removed. 

To  prevent  a recurrence,  however, 
the  medicines  beneath  were  thought 

necelfary. 
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neceflary,  and,  together  with  a cooi 
though  nutritive  diet,  were  perfifted 
in  for  home  time  with  every  good 
effeft. 

R.  Extra6li  cinchonas  sifs. 

Pulveris  rhaei  gfs. 

Zinci.  vitriolati  gr.  viij.  cum 
fyrupo  fiant  pilulae  xxiv.  e 
quibus  fumat  ij.  ter  in  die 
cum  hauflu  feq. 

ft.  Cinchonae  pulv.  2j. 

Corticis  aurantii  £fs. 

Oualhae  ligni  5j. 

Aquae  ferventis  macera  per 
horas  iv.  et  cola. 

R.  Infufi  colati  ^ifs. 

Sp.  etheris  vitriol.  gn-  xx.  fiat 
haullus. 
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FLANNEL  WAISTCOATS. 
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I cannot  difmifs  my  pen  till  I have 
made  a few  obfervations  on  the  pernh 
cious  ufe  of  flannel.  Many  medical 
men  advife  flannel  waiftcoats  to  be 
worn  next  the  fkin.  In  rheumatic 
complaints,  lumbagos,  and  a number 
of  other  affcftions  of  the  mufcles  and 
tendons  they  do  well,  provided  the 

waiftcoats 
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waiftcoats  be  not  worn  too  lono". 

o 

What  I have  to  reprobate  is,  the 
almoft  general  ufe  of  them  in  pulmo- 
nary confumptions.  The  firft  direc- 
tion to  the  patient  is,  “put  on  a flan- 
“ nel  waifhcoat  under  your  fhirt.” 
And  the  waifhcoat  is  commonly  worn 
for  a month  or  more, , without  being 
wafhed ! Can  any  thing  be  fo  inju- 
rious ? Sweat  (like  urine  and  thin 
feces)  is  an  excrementitious  fluid. 
Now  what  perfon  afflifled  with  a 
diarrhoea  could  bear  the  idea  of  wear- 
ing a fhirt  for  a month  together.  In 
the  phthifis  pulmonalis,  where  the 
patient  has  been  all  but  diffolved  by 
fweats,  he  has  been  permitted  to  wear 
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a flannel  jacket  for  weeks!  The 
morbid  fweat  has  been  fecreted,  ex- 
creted, and  abforbed  again,  perhaps 
thirty  times  over!  Can  any  thing  to 
a thinking  perfon  appear  fo  fhock- 
ingly  abfurd  ? I was  fome  time  part 
in  company  with  a very  fenfible  gen- 
tleman, who  told  me  he  always  wore 
flannel  next  his  fkin.  I afked  him 
why  he  did  fo.  He  anfwered,  “by 
“ the  advice  of  a gentleman  of  the 
IC  faculty.”  How  long  do  you  wear  a 
flannel  waiftcoat?  “About  a month.” 
How  long  do  you  wear  a fhirt  ? 
“I  have  a clean  fhirt  every  day.” 
Then  why  not  a clean  waiflcoat  every 
day?  I have  not  had  an  opportunity 
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of  feeing  him  fince,  but,  before  I left 
him,  he  was  fo  fully  convinced  of 
the  error  of  his  obedience , that,  I have 
no  doubt,  a reform  has  taken  place. 
I wifh  thefe  hints  may  bring  about  a 
general  reform. 
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